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Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Thank you for the opportunity u, comment on S. 1892, which amcnds P.L 107-153 and 
cxlcnds by six y ~ ~ s  the date on which an Indian tribe is deemed to have received Tribal lrust 
fund reconciliation project rep- forpurposcs of tho statute oflimitations. Under this biU, the 
deadlinc far Tribes to file suit chdlenging thcsc reports is extended f h m  h m n b e r  31, ZOOS to 
December31,2011. 

This limitations period wm p d o u s l y  extended for three years by P.L. 107-153. Thar 
legislation provided h t  the rcpa* in que8tion, which were delivaed to T r i i  in February 
1996, were deemed to have been received by X)ecnnber 3 1,1999. The ;Deparhnent suppoTted the 
previous extamion bwausc it providtd a d d i t i d  time for the UniW Stater and Indian Tribs to 
discuss and resolve questions &om Tribes dating w these reports. 

The Administraion opposes any fiuther extensions. Sound public policy calk far the 
filing of claim with reasonable promptness.. Maintaining rcatonabIe limitations periods ensures 
the availability ofnecessary evidence; and strikes an .!ipp&iate balance b A allowing 
claims while promoting certainly of expectations. Tribes hadnine yems during which to review 
these documents. In addition, calling far the pmmpt Aling of claims dow not preclude any 
cxisting or future settlcmcnt negotiations with the Tribes. 

Drving the inamrening period, the Dqrprrment of the Intetior ha, made extensive efforls 
to oxplain these documents to Tribes. These el3oorts have included presentations on the reports; 
the oppommity to meet with govemmcnt officials and accounting contmctm uad ask questions; 
and discussions of the Tribal trust fund account nwanciliation pmjbct, its supporting 
documentation, and tbc associated methodologies. Tribes have also mcived copies of thc 
necessary project data and documentation on m t .  Under these circumstanm, wc believe 
that firiher delay in presentation of these claims is not in the public interest 



Thank you for the cons iddon of our views. If we cm be of futther assist- in this 
matter. please do not hesitate to conect w. The Office of Management aud Budget has advised 
that there is no objection to the submission of this views from the standpoint of the 
AdministTation's program. 

5 c- Wa5& 
William E. Moschella 

Tho Honorable B p n  I,. D0tp.n 
Vice Chaimau 


