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         January 23, 2006 
 
LETTER BY FAX 
The Honorable John McCain 
Chairman 
Senate Indian Affairs Committee 
Washington, D.C.  20250 
 
Dear Chairman McCain: 
 

Last week, the Intertribal Monitoring Association on Indian Trust Funds ("ITMA"), 
the representative organization of 64 federally recognized tribes, held an emergency 
membership meeting in Albuquerque, New Mexico on a variety of trust reform issues.  
Among other issues, our member Tribes raised as a priority matter the need to appoint 
an Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs in the Department of the Interior. 

 
ITMA member Tribes, and Indian country in general, are deeply concerned that 

the appointment and retention of an Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs appears to be 
a low priority for the Bush Administration.  During the five-year tenure of the Bush 
Administration, the last two Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs appointees served a 
combined time of less than three years, leaving a more than two-year void when the 
Department lacked a permanent and active leader for Indian affairs.   

 
ITMA believes the absence of an Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs has had 

and will continue to have an adverse impact on policy and budgetary and other 
important considerations affecting Indian country.  Nearly a year later, Indian country 
appears to have little to no information on the nomination process for this extremely 
important position. 

 
Further, we believe the Administration, Congress and Indian country are at a 

critical juncture with respect to the interplay between the Department of the Interior's 
trust reform regulatory and policy initiatives, pending trust reform legislation, and the 
Cobell litigation as well numerous trust fund related cases filed by Indian tribes.  In the 
continued absence of a permanent and active Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs, we 
fear the Administration’s commitment to Indian affairs will be viewed with skepticism by 
Tribal leaders.  Similarly, we fear Congress has and will continue to interpret the lack of 
an Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs as an expression of the Administration's lack of 
support for our critical issues. 
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In closing, we trust that you will take serious our concerns and relay them to the 
powers that be in the White House to make a selection as soon as practicably possible.  
Also, on behalf of the ITMA membership, I am thanking you for your vallant effort at 
trust reform initiatives and for enabling your dedicated staff to work on your behalf with 
the Tribal leadership. 
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